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Saint Martin 1: A seventh-century pope, Martin was born in Todi, 

Italy.  With many contacts between the Roman Church and the 

Eastern Empire in his era,. Martin was appointed as the papal legate in 

Constantinople before succeeding Theodore I as pope in 649. 

At the Lateran Council, Martin opposed the monothelite heresy, 

which held that Christ had only one will, the divine will, and not a 

human will as well.  Since Emperor Constans II favoured the heresy, 

Martin was exiled to Constantinople, where he was stripped of his 

honours and condemned to death.  He later died in misery and hunger 

in the Crimea, the last pope to be martyred. 

 

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass 2025: For  those 

celebrating 60 (or more), 50, 40, 30, 25, 20, 15, 10 & 5 years of 

marriage in 2025!  At Notre Dame Cathedral on Sunday, May 4, 2:30 

pm.  The registration form is now available at https://forms.office.com/r/

jpBDLwD0Kg.  Please register before Easter to ensure your place! For 
questions, please contact Annmarie at  annmarie.brown@ottawacornwall.ca. 
 
 

Gospel Reflection: This Sunday we begin the holiest of 

Christian weeks, and we carry palms in procession with the 

atmosphere charged with both expectation and contradiction, with 

joy and soberness. For most of us Holy Week unfolds like many other 

weeks; we still contend with work, school, preparing meals, doing 

laundry, cranky folks, the usual triumphs and setbacks. The readings 

for Palm Sunday invite us to make this an extraordinary week—a 

week that concentrates in a few days the ultimate meaning of our 

whole lives. We must slow down and make choices so that this week 

doesn’t go by without our taking the time to enter into its meaning. 

The real pity of this Holy Week would be that we miss the 

opportunity to empty ourselves, take up our own cross, and follow 

Jesus through death to new life. (Living Liturgy, p.94) 

 

Passion (Psalm) Sunday, April 13, 2025 

Pope’s Intentions for the Month of  April 

 

For the use of the new technologies.  Let us pray that the use of the 

new technologies will not replace human relationships, will respect 

the dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises of our times.  

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried 

and true,  with thanksgiving I’ll be a living sanctuary for 

you.  

Intentions: 

April 13 - In loving memory of  Monique Beaupre & Jason   

      Beaupre, requested by Fred Beaupre and all parishioners. 

 Mass Intentions: $15.00 

 

Prayers for the Sick.  Please pray for the sick among  

our families and friends, especially Roy Campbell, 

Patricia Cassidy, Suzanne Lafontaine, Priscilla Rowley, 

and Lorraine Stafford. The names will remain on the list 

until we are otherwise advised.  

 

 

 

 

On Good Friday, we reflect on the Passion of Christ and the depth of God's 

love for us. St. Ignatius of Antioch writes, "I long for the day of my passion, 

that I may be united with my Lord and Saviour." This desire to be united 

with Christ is a powerful reminder of the significance of the Passion, and the 

impact it has on our lives. St. Teresa of Calcutta notes, "The Passion of 

Christ is a reminder of the depth of God's love for us, and the price He paid 

for our salvation." The Passion is a powerful reminder of God's love and 

mercy and serves as a call to us to live a life of love and service. Martin Lu-

ther reflects, "The cross of Christ is the greatest sermon ever preached, for it 

shows us the extent of God's love and mercy." 

As we move into Holy Saturday, we eagerly look forward to the Resurrec-

tion. St. Ambrose writes, "On this day, we wait in hope and expectation for 

the Resurrection, just as the disciples waited in sorrow and fear." This day is 

a time of quiet reflection and anticipation, as we wait for the joy of the Res-

urrection. St. John Chrysostom notes, "The silence of Holy Saturday is a 

reminder of the stillness of the tomb, where Christ's body lay in repose." 

This silence is a powerful reminder of the significance of the Resurrection, 

and the impact it has on our lives. Pope Benedict XVI reflects, "The dark-

ness of Holy Saturday is a prelude to the light of Easter, when Christ's resur-

rection brings new life and hope to the world." 

As we journey through this sacred week, we are reminded of the power of 

love, forgiveness, and redemption that Jesus embodied, and which continue 

to inspire and transform lives today. The significance of Holy Week extends 

far beyond the events themselves and serves as a powerful reminder of the 

impact that Jesus' life, death, and resurrection has on our lives and our world, 

but this revolution begins in each of our hearts.  

 

Blessing, Fr. Anthony 

Offertory Collection  

   

March 30 - $597.00 

April   06 - $663.50 

Development & Peace $60.00           Thank You 

Holy Week Schedule 

 

Thursday 10 April  -   Parish Easter Confession (St. Gabriel)    4:00 p.m. 

Friday      11 April  -   Stations & Mass (St. Gabriel)                 2:00 p.m.         

Saturday  12 April  -   Passion (Palm) Sunday (St. Michael)     4:00 p.m. 

Sunday   13 April  -   Passion (Palm) Sunday (St. Michael)   11:00 a.m.  

Sunday   13 April  -   Passion (Palm) Sunday (St. Gabriel)    11:00 a.m.  

Tuesday   15 April  -   Chrism Mass (Notre Dame Cathedral)    5:00 p.m. 

Thursday  17 April  -   Mass of the Last Supper (St. Gabriel)    4:00 p.m. 

Friday    18 April  -   Passion of the Lord (St. Michael)          3:00 p.m. 

Saturday   19 April  -   Easter Vigil (St. Michael)                      7:00 p.m. 

Sunday     20 April  -   Resurrection of our Lord (St. Michael)  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday     20 April  -   Resurrection of our Lord (St. Gabriel) 11:00 a.m.

Holy Week: A Week That Revolutionized the World 
 

Holy Week, the most sacred and significant week in the Christian calendar, 

commemorates the events that led to the suffering, crucifixion, death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. This week, which spans from Palm Sunday to 

Easter Sunday, has inspired, transformed, and revolutionized countless lives, 

communities, and societies. 

On Palm Sunday, we celebrate the full cycle of Jesus mission; on one hand 

Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, where he was greeted by crowds 

waving palm branches and shouting "Hosanna." And on the other hand his 

passion in which the same people who sang his praise now chorused his 

condemnation. This great mystery we celebrate is better understood through 

silence and prayer rather than through words, so as to enter into it with our 

heart. The triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his passion narrative sets the 

stage for the events that will unfold during Holy Week and serves as a 

reminder of the significance of Jesus' mission and message. Pope Benedict 

commenting on Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem said “He is a king who 

destroys the weapons of war, a king of peace and a king of simplicity, a king 

of the poor.… Jesus is not building on violence; he is not instigating a 

military revolt against Rome” 

As we move into Holy Thursday, we are reminded of the significance of the 

Eucharist and the new commandment of love. St. Augustine notes, "The 

Lord's Supper, which we celebrate on this day, reminds us of the institution 

of the Eucharist and the new commandment of love." This event is a pivotal 

moment in Jesus' ministry, as he institutes the Eucharist and the priesthood 

and gives his disciples a new commandment to love one another as he has 

loved them. Pope Francis reflects, "The Eucharist is a gift of love, a 

sacrament of unity, and a source of strength for our journey of faith." 

Further, St. Thomas Aquinas noted, "The washing of feet is a sacrament of 

humility, by which we are cleansed from the stains of sin." This act of 

humility and service is a powerful reminder of the importance of living a life 

of service and compassion.  
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