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Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary:   A feast 

dedicated to Mary’s conception first appeared in the 7th century and 

by the 12th century it was firmly established in England.  In the 13th 

century, great thinkers such as St. Bernard and St. Thomas Aquinas 

debated whether Mary could have been born without original sin if, as 

St Paul says, all persons are born in sin (Romans 5.12). By the 19th 

century, the theological debate was resolved and in 1854 Pius IX 

defined the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception as a dogma of 

faith.  In 1846, the Catholic Church of the United States declared this 

to be its patronial feast. 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 07, 2025 

Intentions: 

December 07 - In loving memory of Kevin Lee Reteff,    

              requested by Suzanne & Ludo. 

Mass Intentions: $15.00  

Offertory Collection:  

           November 30 -  $255.00       Thank You 

Pope’s Intentions for the Month of  December 

 

For Christians in areas of conflict: Let us pray that Christians living 

in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be 

seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.  

The story reminds us that repentance isn’t just a moment of sorrow; it’s a 

transformation of the soul. Genuine repentance (Metanoia) means honestly 

acknowledging our sins (no hiding, no excuses), feeling genuine regret (not 

crushed by guilt, but drawn by mercy’s warmth), and actively changing (not 

a one-time fix, but a daily reorientation). As Scripture says, “A just man sins 

seven times a day” (Proverbs 24:16)—but God’s unfailing mercy renews us, 

again and again. 

 

The Catholic faith teaches that repentance is a way of life, not a checkbox. 

We’re called to both interior and exterior penance (Pope John XXIII): an 

inner contrite heart turning to God, expressed through outward acts of 

prayer, sacrifice, confession, and works of mercy. Why? Because penance 

restores what sin destroys: our communion with God, our dignity as beloved 

children, our inner peace. In the sacrament of confession, Christ’s hand (like 

the Divine Mercy Image) extends forgiveness, absolution, healing, wiping 

away the damage, repairing the broken. 

 

Just as trees need pruning to grow by cutting dead branches, clearing over-

growth, we need God’s pruning to thrive spiritually: cutting old wounds, 

toxic habits, anything blocking our light. Daily, we accept life’s sufferings, 

resist temptations, and unite our weak will to God’s strong love. This U-turn 

shapes not just our faith, but our character, relationships, and purpose (1 

Peter 2:9-10).  

 

We can cherish the reassuring promise of God: “He who began the good 

work in you will bring it to completion” (Philippians 1:6). This is a promise 

that God is committed to our growth. As his Baptized children, we’re sealed 

as His—He prunes, perfects and never gives up on us. 

 

In this holy season of Advent we are called to examine: What “dead 

branches” block my light? Confess: Let Christ’s mercy wash these wounds 

clean. Today, let’s U-turn to God’s mercy. Let God prune, heal, and com-

plete His masterpiece in us. 

 

Transformation through God's mercy has practical implications for Chris-

tian’s daily life. It calls for a response of gratitude, obedience, and a commit-

ment to live according to God's will. This transformation is showcased in the 

Christian’s character, relationships, and actions, reflecting the love and 

mercy they have received. May we be encouraged by the gracious words of 

St in 1 Peter 2:9-10 "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people for God’s own possession, to proclaim the virtues of Him 

who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light. Once you were not 

a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy." 

 

 

 

St. Michael’s December school mass is on the 10th. 
 

2025-2026 Sunday Missals are available at the rear of the church.  

Suggested donation in $8.00. 

Gospel Reflection: John the Baptist is prophet, judge, precursor. With 

these three roles we note a parallel with the prophetic, kingly, and 

priestly roles in Israel that come to fulfillment in Jesus Christ. John is 

the bridge between Israel of old and Jesus the Messiah. John 

forcefully reminds us that vindication or punishment is our choice, 

according to the life we lead. Who is this strange man John? He is the 

voice that cries out to us an Advent message: “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand!” For those of us who are totally taken 

up with the present moment—simply getting up, getting to work, 

keeping the house, and preparing meals, etc.—it may seem strange to 

live in light of a future event. The beginning of Advent is a time when 

the Church reminds us that how we do these everyday things is how 

we bear fruit and receive everlasting life. (Living Liturgy, p. 10) 

 

Vincentian Meditation: John knew the Advent secret: He focused his 

whole life on the coming of Jesus. “I am not the Christ. Another 

comes after me. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire.” He realized that his all-consuming vocation was to prepare the 

way of the Lord. Our vocation is very similar. St. Vincent tells us that 

the person of Jesus must be absolutely central in our lives, as it was 

for John the Baptist. As Vincentians we dedicate our whole lives to 

following Christ. We seek to share in his love and reverence for the 

Father and his compassionate and effective love for the poor. With 

him we trust in God’s Providence, which rules over all. For 

Vincentians, as for John the Baptist, there is nothing else but Jesus. 
(Maloney, Seasons in Spirituality, p.47) 

 
 

 

An Advent Call - U-Turn to God’s Mercy 
 

The story was once told of a little girl who wanted to join church, eager to 

belong to God’s family. The Pastor asked if she’d experienced a change of 

heart. She said, “Yes.” “Were you a sinner before?” “Yes.” “Are you a 

sinner now?” “Yes.” Well then, “What’s the difference?” She paused, her 

eyes lighting up: “Before, I was converted I chasing sin like it was freedom; 

now that I am converted, I am a sinner running away from sin toward God.” 

This is the U-turn to God’s mercy—repentance (Metanoia), a radical change 

of heart, a lifelong journey of turning toward love. 

Prayers for the Sick.  Please pray for the sick among  our 

f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  R o y                                              

Campbell, Linda Cassidy, Patricia Cassidy, Suzanne Lafon-

taine, Priscilla Rowley, and Lorraine Stafford. The names 

will remain on the list until we are otherwise advised.  




