
Gospel Reflection: Reflection: It is incredible that the in-

vited guests could refuse to come to such a significant and 

lavish banquet! But we are invited to a feast even more lavish 

and we, too, can fail to see its significance and fail to prepare our-

selves. Our everyday living is not inconsequential-even the little 

things we do are helping us put on our own wedding garment. Our 

continual conversions from sin prepare us for the feast of heaven. 

(Living Liturgy, p. 252) 

Vincentian Meditation: “In our calling, we are patterned more 

closely to Our Lord Jesus Christ, who, it would seem, made it his 

principal task to assist and care for the poor: “He sent me to preach 

good news to the poor.” If somebody asked Our Lord, “Why did you 

come on earth?” He would answer: “To assist the poor…” And so, are 

we not then the happiest of people to be part of the Mission for the 

very same reason that moved God to become one of us? –St. Vincent 

de Paul- (McKenna, Praying with Vincent, p. 54) 

Tourtière / Fruit Pie Fundraiser: Our St. Gabriel’s 

bakers are into the planning of our annual Christmas 

fundraiser. Non-perishable ingredient donations to make 

tourtières and fruit pies would be greatly appreciated. White 

flour, Tenderflake Pure Lard, Cans of Ginger Ale, Salt, White 

sugar. Large  Ziploc bags. Thank you, Martine (See poster in 

vestibule).  

The Fall Bereavement Support Group commences on Monday 

October 19th 2026  (part 1 ) runs for 6 consecutive weeks. Held at St 

Isidore Parish Hall from 1pm to 3pm weekly  until  November 16th 

2026.Registration is required please call Irena to register and for 

fur ther inquir ies  at  613 -229-0727 or  emai l  at 

Konopack90@gmail.com. 

First Communion and Confirmation: Parents of children in grade 2 

and grade 6 are required to come on to St Michael church on 14th 

October at 6pm to register their kids for 1st communion and 

confirmation venue St Michael. Please bring a photocopy of the 

baptism and first communion certificates and a donation of $20.00.   

COME AS YOU ARE — BUT DON’T STAY AS YOU ARE 

 

Have you ever received an invitation to a very 

special occasion? You don't just say, "I have 

been invited." You begin to prepare; what you 

will wear, how you will get there. 

This weekend, the readings invite us to the 

magnificent banquet God prepares for us. But 

the Gospel reminds us: we can come as we are, 

but we must not remain as we are. 

Notice whom the king invites. When the origi-

nal guests refuse, the servants are sent to the 

roads to gather everyone they can find — 

"both good and bad" (Mt 22:10). That is the generosity of God. He 

does not say, "Get your life completely together and then come to 

Me." He says: Come with your wounds, your failures, your questions, 

your broken relationships, even when your faith is weak. God's mercy 

is greater than our failures. 

Pope Francis, reflecting on this Gospel, reminds us that God invites 

everyone. This is important because many stay away thinking, "I have 

made too many mistakes. God could never forgive me. I have been 

away too long." But the Gospel tells us otherwise. The invitation is 

still there. 

The father who has neglected prayer can begin again. The mother car-

rying resentment can begin again. The young person who has made 

mistakes can begin again. The person who has stopped going to Mass 

can come home again. The person who has fallen into sin can go to 

Confession and begin again. God says: "Come to the feast." 

But the Gospel also says: do not remain as you are. The king spots a 

man without a wedding garment. At first this seems strange — if he 

was brought in from the street, how could he have a garment? The 

point is not clothing, but the condition of the heart. 

Jesus accepts the sinner, but He calls the sinner to change. He meets 

Zacchaeus as he is, but Zacchaeus does not remain the same. He wel-

comes the woman caught in sin, but tells her to sin no more. He calls 

Peter after his failure, but Peter becomes a different man. That is what 

grace does. Grace welcomes us, forgives us, and transforms us. 

So what is the wedding garment? St. Gregory the Great gives a beau-

tiful answer: the wedding garment is love. Pope Benedict XVI ex-

plained it as the "clothes of love" — love of God and neighbour. St. 

Augustine says it is charity flowing from a pure heart. 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 11, 2026 

Intentions: October 11 - In loving memory of Edward Bourque, 

requested by his wife Yvette Bourque. 

Mass Intentions: $15.00   

Offertory Collection:   

                    04 October - $527.40   

            Thank You. 

Pope’s Intentions for the Month of  October: For mental health 

ministry:  Let us pray that mental health ministry be established 

throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and 

discrimination of persons with mental illnesses. 

This gives us a practical examination: Do I love my spouse when 

things are difficult? Do I love my children patiently? Can I forgive 

someone who hurt me? Can I help someone who cannot repay me? 

It is possible to come to Mass wearing beautiful clothes while the 

heart is wearing resentment. It is possible to receive Communion 

while refusing to forgive. It is possible to know the prayers while fail-

ing to love the person beside us. 

There is a story of a man known for being difficult; quick to anger, 

easily offended. One day his daughter said, "Dad, you say we are 

Christians, but why do you treat people this way?" That Sunday at 

Mass he heard, "If you want God to forgive you, learn to forgive." 

After Mass he called a neighbour, he had not spoken to in years and 

said, "I don't want to carry this anger anymore. Can we begin again?" 

Nothing spectacular happened, just a man who decided to put on the 

wedding garment of love. 

My dear people, the message is both beautiful and challenging. Come 

as you are — if you are tired, discouraged, if you have failed, come. 

But once you have come, let Christ change you. 

Come with your weakness and go with His strength. Come with your 

wounds and go with His healing. Come with your old heart and allow 

Christ to give you a new heart. 

Have a blessed thanksgiving. 

Fr. Anthony 

Prayers for the Sick.  Please pray for the sick among  our 

families  and friends,  especial ly for Roy                                              

Campbell, Linda Cassidy, Patricia Cassidy, Suzanne Lafon-

taine, Priscilla Rowley and Lorraine Stafford. The names 

will remain on the list until we are otherwise advised.  




